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garden and around the house ; that he finally planted himself in front of 
the long window of the green salon, where the signora used to sit ; that 
the dog sat up on his haunches, with his paws drooping in front of his 
breast, and hung his head in a mournful manner, as he sat facing the win- 
dow. By that time they were so scared and convinced that it was he that 
they both ran away and shut themselves up in the house. 

Many of the peasants who were attached to the place had seen the dog 
wandering round the house, and were sure it was their master, but only 
these two had followed it up to the salon window. They went to the priest 
about it, and he came the next day to ask the housekeeper if she would 
not authorize masses to be said for the signora, as evidently the signore 
was uneasy that none had been said. This was in 1890. 

Louise Kennedy. 

Hungarian Counting-Out Rhymes. 

Hungarian. Phonetic. 

Egden begden cziczi me Agdan bagdan tsee tsee meh 

Abri jdbri domine Ahbree fahbree domineh 

Ex brdt in der Nat Ex broat in der Note 

Aja vaja dika meta, Ayah vayah deeka matah 
Von! Von! 

Egden begden KerkendSben, Agdan bagdan Kerkendoben 

Sz61 a rig<5 az erdoben, Sole ah reego az erdboen 

Csir csar, szabd var, Cheer chahr sahbo vahr 

Muski dupki egyet visy Ki, Mooshkee doopkee edyet viss Kee 
Homm ! Homm ! 

D. Arpad G. Gerster. 
1855, from Kassa. 



LOCAL MEETINGS AND OTHER NOTICES. 

Eighth Annual Meeting of the American Folk-Lore Society. — 
In regard to the locality of the Annual Meeting, it has proved necessary 
to make a change from previous announcements. According to the arrange- 
ment of which notice has been given by circulars addressed to members, 
this meeting is appointed to be held in room No. 23, Hamilton Hall, Colum- 
bia College, New York, N. Y., on Tuesday, December 29. Proceedings 
will be reported in No. XXXVI. of this Journal (January-March). 

On Wednesday, December 30, Section H (Anthropology) of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science will meet in the same place. 

Boston. — Meetings of the Boston Branch, not previously noticed, have 
been as follows : — 

February 21, 1895. The Branch met at the Grundmann Studios, by in- 
vitation of Mrs. Le Brun and Miss Horsford, Professor Putnam, the Presi- 
dent, in the chair. Mr. Charles P. Bowditch of Boston gave an address on 
" Recent Archaeological Discoveries in Central America." The speaker 
pointed out the almost entirely unexplored condition of large regions, and 
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expressed the hope that better knowledge of the aboriginal traditions 
might throw light on glyphs found on monuments. Mr. Jeremiah Curtin, 
as he explained, had been sent to investigate the native tribes, with a view 
of discovering a clue. The monuments and glyphs were described, and 
illustrated with lantern views. 

March 20. The meeting was held at the house of Mrs. Thomas Mack, 
269 Commonwealth Ave., the President presiding. Professor A. F. Cham- 
berlain of Clark University, Worcester, Mass., gave an address on " The 
Hand in Folk-Lore." The account included language, derivation of expres- 
sions, proverbs, and sayings relating to the hand. 

April 17. The Branch met at the house of Mrs. W. B. Kehew, 317 
Beacon St., the President in the chair. Mr. Michitaro Hisa, of Japan, 
spoke on " Japanese Heraldry." He pointed out that the heraldic devices 
were less complicated and more generally used than those of Western 
Europe, and described the badges. The meeting being the annual one, 
the Secretary made a report, stating that during the year had occurred 
three deaths and five resignations, and that the names of twenty-four new 
members had been added. Officers were elected for the forthcoming year, 
as follows : President, Prof. Frederic W. Putnam ; Vice-Presidents, Mr. 
Wm. Wells Newell, Mr. Dana Estes ; Treasurer, Mr. Montague Chamber- 
lain ; Secretary, Miss Helen Leah Reed ; Members of the Council, Mrs. 
Wm. B. Kehew, Mrs. Jean M. Le Brun, Mrs. Ernest F. Fenollosa, Miss 
Cornelia Horsford, Mr. Roland B. Dixon, Mr. Archibald R. Tisdale. 

May 15. The Branch met at the Charlesgate, the President in the chair. 
Dr. George A. Dorsey (now of the Field Columbian Museum, Chicago, 
111.) gave a paper on "The Literature of the Quichuas." This literature, 
chiefly traditional, he divided into two classes (1) Chronicles, or State 
Literature, (2) Poems and Dramas. Works of the first class were com- 
mitted to memory by three or four old men selected by the king. Of love- 
songs only a few remain, but three have considerable merit. They gener- 
ally treat of some mournful catastrophe, and are written in lines of four 
syllables, sometimes alternating with lines of three syllables. Of the trage- 
dies, the themes were almost always military triumphs relating to the deeds 
of the Incas. (Of the fall meetings, reports will be hereafter given.) 

Cambridge Branch. — January 13, 1896. The monthly meeting was 
held at the house of Dr. C. B. Davenport, n Francis Avenue. Prof. E. S. 
Morse, of Salem, gave an address upon "The Temples, Theatres, and 
Music of Japan," giving in his vivid descriptions a delightful introduction 
to the life of that island. As Professor Morse was obliged to leave directly 
after his lecture, Mr. Michitaro Hisa kindly answered the many questions 
which followed. 

February 7. The Branch met at the home of Miss Leavitt, 317 Har- 
vard Street. Prof. George Lyman Kittredge treated the subject of " The 
Thankful Dead," reading the story of Sir Amadas, and then calling atten- 
tion to various allied stories, in romance and in Eastern languages, where 
the hero assists in burying a dead man whose body is held for debt ; sub- 
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sequently the spirit of the dead man aids the hero to a fortune, and in 
return requests an exact division into halves of the fortune. This generally 
includes the cutting in two of the hero's wife. 

March 5. At the meeting held at the house of Miss Markham, 2 Buck- 
ingham Place, Prof. C. H. Toy treated of Arabic Folk-Lore, particularly 
mentioning the old Arab belief in the Jinn, a sort of supernatural beings 
or demons who inhabited out-of-the-way places. These beings had the 
forms of beasts, or serpents, or sometimes even of trees. Like the men 
around them, they were divided into tribes ; and because they inhabited 
remote places did not enter into human society, and were therefore malig- 
nant. During the annual pilgrimage to Mecca it is still customary for 
each Moslem to perform various ceremonies, as making the circuit of the 
temple, and casting stones into the valleys, — acts which to-day seem quite 
useless, but which are probably relics of old religious customs. Though 
the Arabians were originally much interested in poetry, there has been 
little attempt to record their customs, and now most of their folk-lore is 
obliterated by Islam. 

April 14. The Branch met at the home of Miss Yerxa, 37 Lancaster 
Street, and listened to a lecture by Dr. George A. Dorsey upon " The Devel- 
opment of Religious Ideas among the Quichuas of Peru." Dr. Dorsey 
set forth how, at the time of the coming of the Spanish, the Incas were 
the predominant gens of the Quichuas, and their religion had become the 
state religion. Living in the deep valleys of the Andes, the Incas had 
developed a profound and rugged religion. In its earliest stages it was 
clannish, and consisted largely of offering sacrifices at the grave (huaca) 
of an ancestor. The sun was long an object of worship, but there arose a 
man who pointed out that there must be a God to keep the sun in constant 
motion. On the shores of Lake Titicaca, according to Inca tradition, 
there once appeared a man who went about doing good, many of his acts 
suggesting incidents in the life of Christ. Finally people bound him, plan- 
ning to put him to death. But a youth appeared and carried him away to 
a beautiful lady (Dawn Maiden) who took him to the Mansion of the Sky. 
During the highest development of their religion the Quichuas erected 
magnificent temples, with much gold and wonderful architectural elabora- 
tion. 

May 15. The annual meeting was held at the home of Miss Child, 67 
Kirkland Street. Miss Yerxa read one of the several Irish stories which 
had been learned from servants. Mr. F. S. Arnold spoke upon some chil- 
dren's rhymes, mostly heard in the State of New York, pointing out in 
many cases the origin of the rhyme in old religious formulas or in Gypsy 
incantations. Dr. A. C. Garrett read and discussed a variant of the Sieg- 
fried story from North Germany, this variant being a combination of the 
Norse and German versions. 

Officers for the following college year were elected as follows : President, 
Mr. Merritt Lyndon Fernald ; Vice-President, Miss Helen Child ; Secre- 
tary, Mr. Frederick S. Arnold ; Treasurer, Dr. Fred N. Robinson ; Exec- 
utive Committee, Dr. Alfred C. Garrett, Miss Sarah Yerxa, Miss Leslie 
Hopkinson. 



